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Democrats think 2004 is 
Revenge of the Nerds

Fat Tuesday meets 
Black Saturday at 
Homecoming

Volleyball team 
contniues rampage

Justin Boulmay
Senior Staff Writer

Appalachian State Uni-
versity received a subpoena 
this week from the recording 
industry to release the iden-
tities of three downloaders.
   The subpoena requests the 
identities of all three users, 
who will be notifi ed by the 
university. 

University Attorney Dayton 
T. Cole said the names might 
not be released to the public 
if the parties involved choose 
to settle out of court.

The Recording Industry As-
sociation of America (RIAA) 
announced three weeks ago 
its intent to subpoena the uni-
versity along with 25 other 
schools in the latest round of 
lawsuits involving fi le sharing 
over the Internet.

Interim Vice Chancellor 
for Student Development 
Cindy A. Wallace said the 
subpoena was a shame since 
the UNC system was looking 
for alternatives to dilute the 
problem.

“We’ve put a lot of good 
faith effort out on the table 
and I think we were a bit 
surprised that this was the ap-
proach they took because we 
were clearly trying to show 
that we were working toward 
a solution, and I think the 
music industry knew that,” 
Wallace said.

The UNC system is currently 
looking into having students 
pay to use certain peer-to-
peer (P2P) programs. 

“It gives the student a le-
gitimate outlet or a legitimate 
alternative to pursuing it in 
what is an illegal fashion,” As-
sociate Director for Informa-

UNC schools, students 
look to legal downloading

tion and Technology Services 
Dr. Douglas B. May said.

Four schools in the UNC sys-
tem (North Carolina School of 
the Arts, North Carolina A&T, 
UNC Wilmington and West-
ern Carolina) are already go-
ing through test phases with 
file sharing programs such 
as Ruckus, Cdigix, Rhapsody 
and iTunes, according to a 
UNC press release. 

NC State University and 
UNC Chapel Hill will start 
their own pilot experiment in 
the spring, according to the 
press release. 

Depending on the results 
of the experiment, P2P pro-
grams could eventually be 
open for student use in all 16 
UNC schools.

A program’s average cost 
is approximately $200,000, 
Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA) President Miriam 
N. Makhyoun said. 

She said the topic was dis-
cussed two weeks ago during 
a meeting of the Council of 
Student Body Presidents for 

the UNC system. 
During that time, Associate 

Vice President for Legal Af-
fairs David Harrison gave a 
presentation of the programs 
being looked at and the pilot 
experiment. 

“Basically, the campus pur-
chases the server, which is 
around about [$200,000], 
and then the individual stu-
dent can just choose to use 
the program or not,” Makhy-
oun said. “It can be used for 
courses, and it’s completely 
optional.”

Wallace said students 
would have to pay a nominal 
fee for the program.

May said Appalachian was 
technologically ready for 
the server, but the source of 
funding for the program and 
whether students would use 
it was another matter.

The server’s impact on 
bandwidth, its format and its 
compatibility with off-campus 
Internet servers were issues 
that will need to be investi-
gated as well, May said.

Determined versus ill-prepared

John Bethune| The Appalachian
Cailin Lynch and UNC Ashevilleʼs Shiyrah Mielke run during the Blue Ridge Open at 
State Farm Fields last Friday.

SGA says ‘no way’ to poster sale ban

continued on page 12

Anna Oakes
Staff Writer

The Student Government 
Association (SGA) approved 
a resolution Oct. 12 sup-
porting the preservation 
of longstanding guidelines 
regarding third party poster 
sales at Appalachian State 
University.

The resolution passed 
31-8 after four rounds of 
debate.

In August, Director of 
Student Programs Dave L. 
Robertson requested the 
removal of several posters 
from the Beyond the Wall 
poster sale in Plemmons 
Student Union. Robertson 
said the content of these 
posters were in confl ict with 

university policy on drugs 
and alcohol.

Robertson removed post-
ers depicting marijuana, 
cocaine and violence after 
SGA Vice President Nick 
V. Albu e-mailed him to in-
quire about the poster sale 
and university policy.

Sena-
t o r 
A m a n -
d a  G . 
Z e d d y 
a u -
thored 
the leg-
islation.

“ T h e 
student 
body of 
A p p a -

lachian State University 

values the importance of 
freedom of expression ” 
the legislation stated. “The 
dissemination of ideas that 
conflict with government 
and/or university policy 
is not unlawful and is an 
essential element of free 
speech.”

“As such, posters, as a 
vehicle of free expression, 
should not be censored 
based on content,” the leg-
islation stated.

Before the vote, Robert-
son spoke before the Senate 
and defended his actions.

“This is not a free speech 
issue,” Robertson said. “This 
is an issue of what the stu-
dent union has a right to sell 
and a right not to sell.”

Educators have a respon-

sibility to create an environ-
ment conducive to learning 
and study, and that includes 
discouraging the use of il-
legal drugs and abuse of 
alcohol, Robertson said.

“What are we commu-
nicating through what we 
sell?” Robertson said.

Robertson suggested that 
students, faculty and staff 
form a standing committee 
that could make decisions 
regarding university sales, 
including bookstore sales 
and the poster sale.

Paul A. Funderburk, pres-
ident of Appalachian’s chap-
ter of the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU), 

Albu

Crystal Genes
Staff Writer

One hundred and ten 
university clubs and orga-
nizations have signed up to 
participate in one or more 
of Saturday’s Homecoming 
events.

“Last year I think we only 
had 95 or 97 organizations 
participate,” Bethany A. 
LaPlante, Graduate Assis-
tant for Office of Student 
Programs, said.

Sixty-two clubs, 21 Greek 
organizations, 16 Resident 
Student Associations (RSA) 
and 11 university funded or-
ganizations will compete in 
the fl oat contest, the kazoo 
band contest, the banner 
contest, the lip sync contest, 
the Homecoming king and 
queen contest or the tailgate 
bash.

Thirty-fi ve groups partici-
pated in the 24-hour Mardi 
Gras Dance Marathon Oct. 
9 and 10.  

The service project raised 
$15,000 for The Watauga 
Youth Network and Parent-
to-Parent Family Support 
Network, two local non-
profi t organizations.

Last year the service proj-
ect events raised $8,750. 

“There’s still checks roll-
ing in,” Student programs 
program coordinator Jenny 
Koehn said. “We nearly 
doubled it. It was super.”

Many organizations par-
ticipated in the event and 
more performed or offered 
services.  Appalachian Popu-
lar Programming Society 
(APPS) provided entertain-
ment, the National Pan-Hel-
lenic Council provided most 
of the food and the Hispanic 
Student Association pro-
vided dance instruction.

Mardi Gras 
crowds to pack 
King Street 

“Wellness Peer Educators 
provided smoothies which, 
believe me, went over big,” 
Koehn said.  

“Then all those dance 
teams [Appalachian Swing-
ers, Black and Gold Elite 
Dancers, ASU Cloggers], it 
was great. I mean it was a 
diffi cult event.  It’s not easy 
to dance for 24 hours but 
they were troopers.”

Those groups who signed 
up to be in the parade Sat-
urday morning will compete 
in either the fl oat or Kazoo 
Band Contest.

“Two years ago everyone 
wanted to be in a Kazoo band 
so we’ve ordered enough Ka-
zoos so everyone can be in a 
band,” Associate Director of 
Student Programs P. Brad 
Vest said.  

“It just gets bigger and 
bigger every year. I think 
a lot of groups have fun 
at Homecoming once they 
start and get involved with 
it. It’s a great community 
builder.”

Sixteen out of 20 resi-
dence halls will participate 
in Homecoming events.

Fifteen out of the 16 par-
ticipating residence halls 
will compete in the lip sync 
contest tomorrow at Duck 
Pond Field from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Preliminaries were held 
yesterday.

Numerous clubs and or-
ganizations will have tents 
set up on Duck Pond Field 
for the Mardi Gras Tailgate 
Bash Saturday from 12 to 
2:30 p.m.

Seventy-seven clubs nomi-
nated Homecoming queens 
and 72 clubs nominated 
kings.  Those elected to 
Homecoming court will be 
introduced at tomorrow 
night’s pep rally.  

Watauga hosts meeting of candidates

Jonathan Williams | The Appalachian
Lewis (Joe) Phillips (left), Allen Trivette (center) and Billy Ralph Winkler (right) meet the 
community by answering conerns that the community might have for them.
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Jason Secrest
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A “meet the candidates” 
forum hosted by the Boone 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
was held in the Boone Town 
Council Chambers Oct. 6. 

Candidates running for 
Watauga County Commis-
sioner fi elded questions re-
garding issues in Watauga 
County.

The forum began with each 
candidate expressing what he 
thought was the most press-
ing issue facing Watauga 
County. 

Democratic candidate Win-
ston Kinsey said he felt the 
most pressing issue was that 
of law enforcement deal-
ing with methamphetamine 
labs. 

“We have a very bad situa-
tion,” Kinsey said.

Republican candidate Lew-
is Phillips said he thought 
growth was the most press-
ing issue. 

Republican candidate 
James Coffey agreed that 

growth was an issue Watauga 
County would face in the 
future. Coffey said growth af-
fects every part of the county 
and that Watauga County is 
growing so fast it is hard to 
keep up. 

Democratic candidate Wil-

liam R. “Billy Ralph” Win-
kler said methamphetamine 
labs are the biggest problem 
right now. Winkler said the 
labs are a big danger and an 
embarrassment to Watauga 
County. 

“We need to rid ourselves of 

this cancer,” Winkler said.
Republican candidate Allen 

Trivette noted the need for af-
fordable housing brought up 
earlier in the Board of Educa-
tion segment of the forum. 
Trivette said it is important to 

continued on page 12


